Wright State University

CORE Scholar
The Miami Valley School Publicity and Publications

The Miami Valley School (MS-358)

1967

The Miami Valley School Handbook 1967-1968
The Miami Valley School

Follow this and additional works at: https://corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/
special_ms358_publications
Part of the Education Commons
Repository Citation
(1967). The Miami Valley School Handbook 1967-1968. .
https://corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/special_ms358_publications/5

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the The Miami Valley School (MS-358) at CORE Scholar. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Miami Valley School Publicity and Publications by an authorized administrator of CORE Scholar. For more information, please contact
corescholar@www.libraries.wright.edu, library-corescholar@wright.edu.

THE MIAMI VALLEY SCHOOL

An Independent Day School for boys and girls.
Grades one through nine, and kindergarten.

The Miami Valley School is situated on a lovely 17-acre site in Washington Township,
just south of Kettering, nine miles south o f downtown Dayton.
The School entrance is at the north end of Denise Drive, a short residential street
running north from West Rahn Road, one mile west o f Far Hills Avenue (State Route 48).
Access from Expressway 1-75:
From the north—Take West Carrollton exit, bearing right to traffic light; turn left
onto Alexandersville-Bellbrook Road. Proceed to Rahn Road; turn left; proceed to
Denise Drive; turn left to School.
From the south—Take Miamisburg-Centerville exit (State Route 725) to the right;
proceed on Route 725 through traffic light to first bend; turn left onto Mad River Road.
Proceed to Rahn Road (4-way stop); turn left to Denise Drive; turn right to School.
W alter Truslow, Headmaster

Mrs. Martha R. Altherr, School Secretary

5151 Denise Drive, Dayton, Ohio 45429

Telephone (area code 513) — 434-4444
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The Miami Valley School was established in 1964. Association with the following inde
pendent school organizations is on a “ new school membership" basis for five years until
1969, when full membership will follow, pending scheduled evaluation that year:
National Association of Independent Schools
Independent Schools Association of the Central States
Ohio Association of Independent Academic Schools
The School holds subscription membership in the:
Secondary School Admission Tests Program
Educational Records Bureau
The Miami Valley School is approved by the Ohio State Board o f Education as a non
tax-supported elementary school. The School holds an Ohio charter as an educational
institution incorporated not-for-profit. Contributions and bequests in any form made to
The Miami Valley School for educational purposes are tax exempt and deductible.
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THE HEART
AND CHARACTER
OF A SCHOOL
. . . consist o f the people in it: the teachers and the students. The School's strength lies
in the intelligence and sensitivity with which the art of teaching is applied and in the
growth of responsiveness and awareness students demonstrate in the environment of
good teaching.
Each teacher and each student is an individual. Good teachers have many faces
and many techniques. Developing students have varying attitudes—sometimes frustra
tion, but often the bright light of new understanding. Between both teacher and student
communication depends on the changing meld of different facets of personality and
articulation—but certain factors are vital: patience, thoroughness, awareness of individ
ual strengths and weaknesses, and a pervading emphasis on imparting the art o f com
munication itself.
The Miami Valley School intends to strive for the continuous strengthening of these
ideas. We will be sensitive to new techniques, new facilities, and new theories in educa
tion as they arise . . . and we will make our choices, after discussion and examination,
of those developments which seem useful. But we will not lose sight of the main idea.- to
challenge young minds thoroughly and to guide them in knowledge, awareness, and
initiative.
We urge you to visit and observe the many ways that mutual stimulation and
discovery between teacher and student come to fruition in the classroom.
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Parents desiring to enter children at The Miami
Valley School are asked to note the following
procedure:
First — Submit the enclosed Application for
Admission together with an application fee of
$ 10.0 0 . This fee will be returned only if no further
procedure is followed. The School will make no
final decision on admission unless the application
and fee are received.
Second — Candidates for Grades 5 through 9
must submit a writing sample of at least 300
words, comprising (a) a biographical sketch, or
(b) a summer experience, or (c) a short story. The

ADMISSION
PROCEDURE

sample should be completed on or before the date
of testing (see below).
Third — An Interview for the candidate (for
Grades 6 through 9) and his parents should be
arranged on a convenient date prior to the date
of testing. Note that candidates for Pre-School
classes and for Grades 1 through 5 will be sched
uled for combined interviewing and testing.
Fourth — Parents must arrange for the candidate
to take the required Admission Tests on one of
the following dates:
Saturday, May 6, at 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 27, at 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, June 14, at 9:00 a.m.
If necessary, other dates will be scheduled. Please
note however that early arrangements are recom
mended.
The School Office will obtain necessary recom
mendations and prior school records. Admissions
decisions will be made promptly following these
procedures. In the event of acceptance, parents
will be notified during the summer concerning
various school requirements. In some cases, sum
mer study may be a condition of final acceptance.
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PRE-ENROLLMENT PROCEDURE

Following announcement of a candidate's accept
ance, parents will be notified concerning:
(1) Payment of enrollment deposit of $50.00; this
deposit reserves the student's place and should be
forwarded promptly after acceptance. In the event
of withdrawal, the deposit is returnable only if
withdrawal notice is given prior to July 15; there
after, it is not returnable.
(2) Recommended summer reading and, if required,
summer study.
(3) Recommended procedure for ordering required
clothing items.
(4) Family physician's statement of student's physi
cal condition and record of immunizations (Health
Form). This statement must be brought up-to-date
each year.
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TUITION A N D SERVICE CHARGES

S chedule o f re g u la r a n n u a l charges:

A d d itio n a l Expenses — fo r luncheon, clothing,

A p p lic a tio n fe e (new students only): $10.00

and transportation — reflect customary fa m ily ex
penses, but va ry according to usage:

T uitio n a n d service fees
H e a lth a n d

(1) Luncheon — Students custom arily bring their

Books and a c c id e n t

C om m is

m a te ria ls insurance

s a ry fe e *

own lunches. Certain beverage and dessert items

G ra d e s

T u itio n

9

1,050.00

60.00

5.00

20.00

m ay be acquired at the School on a petty cash

7-8

1,000.00

60.00

5.00

20.00

basis.
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950.00

50.00

3.00

20.00

(2) C lo th in g — As noted under “ Required C loth

4-5

900.00

50.00

3.00

20.00

ing,” certain items are to be ordered as recom

1-3

750.00

40.00

3.00

20.00

mended in a later bulletin, to be fo rw a rd e d fo l

Pre-school

525.00

30.00

3.00

20.00

lo w ing enrollm ent notice. W e do not believe, how 

*The Commissary Fee covers d a ily service o f m id-m orning m ilk
and crackers.

ever, th a t clothing expense w ill be significantly
d iffe re n t from norm al fa m ily budgeted expense for

C h arg e s a re p a y a b le as fo llo w s :

these items.

(1) Enrollm ent o r Re-enrollment deposit— $50.00 (to

(3) T ra n s p o r ta tio n — In 1967-1968, the School

reserve a place a fte r notice o f acceptance o r p ro 

must reserve the rig h t to charge an annual trans

m otion; am ount credited to tuition.)
(2) First paym ent due September 10: 60 percent of
balance.
(3) Final p a ym e n t due J a n u a ry 10: b a la n ce o f
charges outstanding.

po rtation fee ranging from $20.00 (minimum) to
$140.00 (maximum). The fee varies w ith distance
and degree o f use o f bus service. Adjustments or
compensations a ffecting the fee w ill va ry accord
ing to the bus service policies a rrive d a t under The

L a te p a y m e n ts o r paym ents a g re e d to on a

O h io Fair Bus Law by the several school districts

q u a rte rly or m onthly paym ent plan w ill have a

wherein our students reside. W e w ill keep parents

carrying charge added, o r w ill be assigned to a

inform ed during the summer as to the solutions

tuition collection agency.

reached.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AN D REDUCTIONS

Students entering G rades 4 through 9 m ay q u a lify

are consulted to a rrive a t the fairest possible de

on the basis o f m erit fo r scholarship aw ards, p ro 

term ination o f reduction amounts.

vided also th a t fa m ily resources are considered

Parents e n rolling tw o o r more children may,

insufficient to meet fu ll paym ent o f school charges.

if necessary, submit statements requesting reduc

The am ount o f the reduction o f charges fo r each

tion. In such instances, the scholarship committee

q u a lifie d aw ardee is determ ined by the School’s

w ill determ ine if a reduction is w arranted.

scholarship comm ittee a fte r eva lu a tion o f the p a r

Parents seeking scholarship aw ards or reduc

ents’ co n fid en tia l fin a n cia l statement. Standards o f

tions must request and submit the separate form ,

the C ollege and School Scholarship Service, a d i

P a re n ts ’ C o n fid e n tia l F in a n c ia l S ta te m e n t,

vision o f the C ollege Entrance Exam ination Board,

along w ith the regular A p p lica tio n fo r Admission.
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REQUIRED CLOTHING

If is an objective of the School to foster neat ap

Boys' gym clothes will vary occasionally; boys

pearance. A committee of the Mothers’ Association

will be advised of requirements as they are in

has helped the administration to devise practical

volved in particular sports. In general, boys should

clothing requirements. Details of these require

have gym shorts and gym shoes available.

ments will be forwarded to parents when their

The School Jacket is Navy Blue. This is an op

child is accepted for enrollment. Please note that

tionalitem ,for boys and girls, not on the

pre

the girls' required clothing, Grades 1 through 9, is

scribed list. Apocket patch with the School

Seal

obtainable economically through a particular com

will also be available.

pany whose brochure and order blanks will also

Kindergarten
Washable play clothes should be worn
through Grade 4 regularly by both boys and girls.

be made available. The general outline of cloth

Girls should have leotards available. It
is recommended also that girls in Grades
1 through 4 acquire the same required
items as listed above for Grades '5— 9,
except that purchase of gym clothes may
be deferred pending notice of any girl's
participation in team sports.
Boys should wear long or short sleeve
shirts with collars (no crew shirts or Tshirts); washable short pants or slacks,
according to the weather.

ing requirements is as follows:
Girls:
Grades 5
through 9

Boys:

Prescribed plaid
Wash and wear
skirts or
slacks; grey, blue,
jumpers
or brown (no jeans
Prescribed blouses
or tight pants)
Prescribed knee
White or blue
socks
dress shirts
*Sensible laced shoes Ties
Prescribed gym
Sport Jackets
uniforms
Dark color socks
Gym Shoes
*Sensible laced shoes

All children should wear sensible laced shoes;
sweaters, gym shoes, overshoes, and rain gear
should be available as necessary.

*"Loafers” are permitted in Grades 5 through 9;

We do not recommend acquisition of the

but laced shoes are preferable because of their

School Jacket or other “ dressy'1 type clothing in

better arch support for growing feet.

the early grades.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
SPRING 1967

Nelson S. Mead................................................................................................................President
Jervis S. Janney, Jr..................................................................................................Vice-President
Charles S. Bridge............................................................................................................Secretary
Frederick C. Smith..........................................................................................................Treasurer
Richard H. Grant, III

(EX OFFICIO)

Assistant Treasurer

William Chait

William F. Gorog

H. Talbott Mead

Mrs. Thomas C. Colt

Mrs. William H. Hobart, Jr.

Hadley E. Watts

Herbert M. Davison

Daniel J. Mahoney

Dr. Sylvan Lee Weinberg

Chester E. Finn

Robert E. McCormick

Joseph A. Williams

Mrs. Jervis S. Janney, Jr., Chairman, Mothers Association
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Walter Truslow, Headmaster
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SPRING 1967
Headmaster: W alter Truslow, A.B., Columbia
School Secretary: Mrs. Martha R. Altherr
Grades 6 - 9

Mrs. Betsy M. Hughes, A.B., Vassar (Phi Beta Kappa; Magna Cum Laude)
English
Mrs. Janice L. Morgan, B.S., Ohio State (Summa Cum Laude)
Mathematics
(On leave, Spring 1967)
Girls’ Adviser
Mrs. Mary Jane Allison, B.S., Miami (Ohio)
Mathematics
Mrs. Susannah S. Gould, A.B., Vassar
History
Mrs. Henriette Descours, Certificat, Universite de Paris
French, Spanish
Jerry C. Millhon, B.A., Denison
Science, Biology; Boys'Adviser
Mrs. Virginia C. Truslow, B.A., Colorado State; M.A., Iowa
Art
Mrs. Ruth Watts, B.A., Otterbein
Latin
Marion T. Martin, Jr., B.A., Kenyon
History, English

Grades 1 - 5

Mrs. Patricia H. Thurston, B.A., Mary Washington College
(University of Virginia)
Mrs. Rose L. Zimmerman, B.S., Dayton
Mrs. Leila S. McCluskey, B.S., Dayton (CumLaude)
Mrs. Lois B. Unger, B.S., Cincinnati
Mrs. Joann Poppleton, B.S., Simmons College
Mrs. Elizabeth Friedman, Certificate in Physical Education,
Bonn, Germany

Fifth Grade,
Director of Testing
Fourth Grade
Third Grade
Second Grade
First Grade
Physical Education;
Kindergarten Assistant

Pre-School

Mrs. Ellen N. Duell, B.S., Wisconsin (Honors)
Mrs. Sharon R. Patterson, A.B., Smith

Kindergarten
Kindergarten Assistant

Custodian;

Robert M. Webb
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CALENDAR
1967-1968

1967: SPRING AND SUMMER
(Please see under Admissions Procedure for admission testing schedule)

May 13, Saturday

All School Field Day and Book Fair

May 20, Saturday

School Benefit Puppet Shows at Art Institute

May 30, Tuesday

Memorial Day — School Holiday

June 7, Wednesday

Pre-School Classes End

June 8, Thursday

Closing Exercises for 8th and 9th Grades

June 9, Friday

Classes End, Grades 1 through 7

June 12-13, Monday-Tuesday

Year end Faculty Meetings

June 19, Monday

Summer Session begins
(See under Summer Session for further information)

1967-1968 ACADEMIC YEAR
September 5-6, Tuesday-Wednesday

Faculty Meetings

September 7,Thursday

Opening Day of School, Grades 1 through 9

September 11, Monday

Opening Day for Pre-School Children

November 23-24, Thursday-Friday

Thanksgiving Holidays

December 22, Friday through January 1, Monday

Christmas Holidays

(Classes resume January 2,1968, Tuesday)
January 29, Monday

Second Semester begins

April 1, Monday through April 12, Friday

Spring Holidays

(Classes resume April 15, Monday, the day after Easter Sunday)
May 30, Thursday
June 14, Friday

Memorial Day — School Holiday
Last day of School
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SUMMER
SESSION
1967

I. Reading and English — For students, ages 7
through 14
The principal objective of the Summer Session
is to provide thorough instruction in Reading and
English skills for children between the ages of 7
and 14, inclusive.
A daily morning program— between 9:00 a.m.
and 11:30 a.m., extending from Monday, June
19 to Friday, July 28 will include instruction in
reading, vocabulary and composition; and a halfhour period devoted to Kephart program exercises
in coordination and muscular control will be avail
able for those who need it.
II. D e ve lo p m e n ta l R eading and Subject
Tutoring—for students, ages 12 through 16.
Other instruction in Developmental Reading
for students through the Ninth Grade level, and
tutoring or small group instruction in English and
Mathematics, may also be available during the
same period.
Please call the School Office for detailed infor
mation about Summer Session application, quali
fication, and charges. Telephone 434-4444.
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CURRICULUM
The School's Curriculum is designed to stimulate capable children to strive for excellence
in the learning process, to be thorough in technique, to be curious, and to want to sustain
useful habits of learning, of expression, and of performance throughout life. We are
certain that virtually all children of average or above average ability, given an orderly,
interesting educational environment, are capable of absorption and good performance
significantly beyond the average national norms for each age and grade level. We do
not intend to prove this thesis by undue pressure. We simply are confident that, shown
proper usage and techniques, and provided adequate individual help when needed,
children readily respond effectively and with vitality at a rate of performance that
usually is decidedly above average.
Course outlines for each candidate will be discussed during the admissions procedure.
The skills of English — Reading, W riting, Oral Expression, W ord Usage, Compo
sition, Literature — are the most essential and basic of learning skills in the years of a
child’s growth. W e stress their importance at each grade level, and we assign, as the
student progresses to Ninth Grade, more frequent and challenging exercises in writing,
reading, vocabulary development and oral expression.
In Kindergarten, each child learns to identify and to associate cooperatively with
other children. Identification o f numbers and letters and simple words proceeds accord
ing to each child’s readiness to learn. Qualification for First Grade is determined by
evaluation of readiness and maturity.
In the Primary and Elementary Grades we emphasize thoroughness and tech
nique in reading, writing, oral expression and arithmetic skills; introducing elements of
science, geography, history, foreign languge, art and music as early as First and Second
Grades, to enhance each child’s breadth of awareness o f the world around.
By Sixth Grade, students are taking courses departmentally, changing classes for
each subject, and preparing outside assignments daily for each subject. This a full transi
tion at Sixth Grade, although experience in the subject approach, and with homework, is
provided in varying degrees from the First Grade on. In 1967-68, it is planned to have
resource teachers in Arithmetic and in Developmental Reading fo r students in the Primary
and Middle Grades who require additional helfTin these subjects.
Certain college preparatory units may be acquired, according to each student's progress,
in Grades Seven through Nine:
Algebra is normally begun in Eighth Grade (although certain students may start
Algebra in Ninth Grade); Algebra II is available in Ninth Grade.

The first year of college preparatory French, Spanish, or Latin may be started as
early as Seventh G rade. Courses in the second and third year o f each o f these lan
guages may be elected in Eighth a n d /o r Ninth Grade. The modern language teaching
includes a great deal o f oral and listening work in class or with tapes.
Biology is an elective course in Eighth or Ninth Grade. General Science courses
in the Elementary Grades introduce important features and discoveries in significant
scientific fields.
Ancient History is an elective course in Ninth Grade. American History and Gov
ernment, including a unit on Ohio History, comprise a two-year course program in
Seventh and Eighth Grades.
Art is offered in every grade, usually two to three class hours per week.
The Music Program is chiefly involved with participation in singing or instrumental
groups. The School will cooperate with arrangements for music lessons outside the school
program, provided classes or specific activity commitments are not interrupted.
The elementary years constitute a time to establish basic study and learning tech
niques. A child’s mind has no exact age at which it starts to function with rational ma
turity, but when it is ready to be active, it should be based in good habits and skills of
language usage and problem solving. It is upon these factors of skill and technique that
our program must lay stress in the early school years.
Parents as well as teachers are important contributors to the learning process. Chil
dren learn much by example and by encouragement. They must learn specific skills and
specific information ultimately by their own energy and interest, but they will learn more
willingly if both teachers and parents set objectives for them according to their capacities,
encourage them in the routines and organization o f study hours, and share with them the
excitements of discovery at each learning stage.

ACTIVITIES A N D SPORTS
Through Fifth Grade, extra-curricular activities are essentially homeroom based. Field
trips are arranged, contributions to the School literary publication are encouraged,
simple dramatic productions are planned, and simple construction — puppet shows,
room decorations and other projects — o f individual creativity are suggested. Physical
education classes and free playtime are regularly scheduled. Kephart instructional de
vices and exercises are employed to develop physical control and coordination.
In Grades Six to Nine, there are opportunities to participate in the production and
editing of the School literary publication, in musical and dramatic groups, and in the
Student Advisory Committee. Field Trips related to course instruction are scheduled. Each
student participates in physical education or on athletic teams — in soccer, basketball,
baseball, wrestling, swimming and field hockey.
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PROGRESS
IN EDUCATION
IS A SHARED
RESPONSIBILITY...

The Miami Valley School, like most independent schools and colleges which foster
thorough teaching and high academic standards, depends on several sources of income
and support to attain its objectives.
(1) Tuition and Service Charges are set to meet the bulk o f normal operating expense.
(2) Annual Giving Contributions are sought usually to meet part or all of the cost of
Scholarship Awards (between 5 and 8 percent of annual operating costs) and of
“ growth” or “ improvement” expenses such as equipment acquisitions, curriculum addi
tions, new teaching commitments.
(3) Endowment Yield, when established, can help with scholarship, growth, improve
ment or capital expenses. Endowment principal is obtained by direct contribution or be
quests; few schools hold substantial endowments, although endowment is an important
objective o f all independent schools.
(4) Governmental or Foundation Grants may increasingly become an important source
of income for special uses or projects, particularly those which may be cooperatively
pursued with the local school district. So far, the School derives direct aid in its share of
Federal grants for book purchases and indirect assistance under The Ohio Fair Bus Law
affecting bus service.
It is important fo r all concerned with the merits of independent education to probe and
understand the challenges which must be met for a good independent school to grow and
flourish.
In this context, our Mothers’ Association and our Fathers' Committee for Annual
Giving are active organizations which advise and assist the School in meeting its current
and planned objectives.
Business, professional and education leaders comprise the membership of the
School's Board of Trustees. At least one-third o f the members are parents o f Miami Valley
School students.
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